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OUR FATHER 
The Lord’s Prayer for Children 


By E. Margaret Clarkson 


17. Dozs Gop ALways ANSWER 
PRAYER? 


ee OES God always answer prayer?” 
asked David, as the children took 
out their Bibles next morning. 

Miss MacDonald smiled. She had 
been wondering when someone was go- 
ing to ask her that question. 

“What do you people think?” 
asked by way of reply. 

“I think He does,” announced Debbie. 

“Always?” inquired Miss MacDonald. 

“Well—sometimes, anyway,” replied 
Debbie. “Usually He does.” 

t do the rest of you think about 
that?” Miss MacDonald asked the class. 

The children had varying opinions. 
Most of them agreed that God some- 
times answered prayer. Several of them 
felt that He nearly always did. But 
nobody was quite sure that He always 
answered prayer. 

“I remember once I was scared stiff 
of an English test,” said Virginia. “TI 
prayed hard to God to help me, and He 
did. I got a real good mark.” 

“And I prayed once, and didn’t pass,” 
said Anne, gloomily. 

Miss MacDonald smiled again. 

“The whole question of God answer- 
ing prayer is a very big one,” she said. 
“There are many sides to it. Let’s look 
at a fe em. 


she 










does God always an- 
'? I think I must say both 


d ‘No’ to that question. Can 
me tell me why?” 
e children thought awhile. Then 


Christopher’s hand went up. 

“I think perhaps it’s true that God 
always answers prayer if it’s the right 
kind of prayer,” he said slowly. “I 
don’t think He’d answer if it weren't.” 

“What do you mean by the right or 
wrong kind of prayer, Chris?” inquired 
‘Miss MacDonald. 

“Well, when we pray things like ‘Thy 
kingdom come,’ and ‘Thy will be done 
on earth,’ and things like that, we 
know that that is the kind of prayer 
God wants us to pray,” replied Chris- 
topher. 

“And you think that He will always 
answer that kind of prayer,” finished 
Miss MacDonald, nodding in agreement. 
“So do I—you’re perfectly right. But 
what kind of prayer do you think is 
wrong?” 

Before Chris could answer, Brian 
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spoke up: “Well, if you ask God to help 
you on a test, but you haven’t done any 
work, I don’t think you need expect 
Him to answer that kind of prayer,” 
he declared. 

“Nor do I,” replied Miss MacDonald. 
“You’ve got a very good point there, 
Brian. What other kinds of prayer 
might be wrong prayers?” 

“Well, if you just ask God to give 
you this, and give you that,” said Carol, 
“things you don’t need, maybe, but just 
things you’d like to have—well, I don’t 
think God would always answer that 
kind of prayer.” 

“That’s true, Carol,” said Miss Mac- 
Donald. “Jesus taught us to pray for 


‘our daily bread—for the things we 


really need—not for cake and ice cream 
and candy. God has promised that He 
will supply all His children’s needs, but 
not necessarily all their wants. And 
mostly He supplies even our needs by 
the work of our own minds and hands. 
He often gives us more than we need, 
but He never promised that He would. 
So He may not always answer prayers 
for things that we don’t really need.” 

“What about selfish prayers?” sug- 
gested Elizabeth. “If we just always 
pray for things for ourselves, and never 
bother praying for other people, or for 
God’s glory, why should He answer all 
those prayers?” 

“Why, indeed?” answered Miss Mac- 
Donald. “Remember that Jesus taught 








In the Heavenlies 
By Opal Fitzgerald 


OW rich in mercy is our God, 
How great His matchless love, 
Who, with His Son, hath quickened us 
In Heavenlies above, 
To show, through ages yet to come, 
In sons of every race, 
By all His kindness unto us, 
The riches of His grace! 








us first to pray for God’s glory—which 
includes praying for other people— 
which we do when we truly pray that 
His Kingdom may come and His will 
may be done on earth. After that He 
taught us to pray for our own needs, 
and only one of those three petitions 
for ourselves is really for material 
needs. The other two are for our spir- 
itual needs. So you can readily see 
that if all our prayers are selfish, they 
may not—likely, indeed, will not—be 
answered, because we are not praying 
aright.” 

“Then there are prayers that we pray 
when we are holding some sin in our 
heart,” added Virginia. “God doesn’t 
answer them, does He?” 

“No, He has told us very definitely 
that He will not,” replied Miss Mac- 
Donald. “Have you any other ideas 
about wrong kinds of prayer?” 

“If you prayed that you might do 
better than anyone else on tests, just 
because you wanted to stand first all 
the time, I think that would be a wrong 
kind of prayer,” commented Dale. 


(Continued on page 494) 
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Conditional Forgiveness? 


“For by grace are ye saved through faith . . . it is the gift 
of God: not of works” (Eph. 2:8, 9). How glorious is 
this truth of God’s grace. God does not ask us to do 
something we could never do—contribute to our salvation. 
It is by grace plus nothing. Salvation is God’s unmerited 
favor. Forgiveness is God’s free gift. God does not ask 
us to do anything to merit His grace. He does not ask us 
to become different from what we are. His gift of salva- 
tion is for sinners only—just as they are, just where they 
are. He does not ask us to become righteous, for He has 
declared that “‘all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isa. 
64:6). Father God gives us the perfect righteousness of 
Christ as our covering. Christ did not come to call the 
righteous but sinners to repentance. Hallelujah! 

There is a danger, however, that in contemplating the 
wonder of God’s free grace, we may misunderstand God’s 
God’s free gift of forgiveness and 
salvation is for sinners only, but only for sinners—men and 
women who no longer are indifferent to sin, careless or irre- 
sponsible about sin. It is for those sinners who by the 
gracious convicting work of the Holy Spirit have begun 
to understand sin for what it is in relation to God and 
who as a consequence are deeply troubled about their own 
sin, those who in measure have begun to have God’s attitude 
toward sin. In other words, God’s free gift of salvation 


is only effective in sinners who recognize that they are 
sinners, those who understand their eternal peril because of 
their sin, those who now loathe that moral cancer that is 
eating at their spirit and that inevitably will cause their 
eternal death. This attitude toward sin is repentance and 
God has said, “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” 
(Luke 13:3). God’s real work of salvation is always accom- 
panied by a reflection of God’s attitude toward sin in the 
heart of the sinner. 

There is no’salvation for the man who says that he wants 
Christ, but also wants to continue in sin. ‘The two are 
incompatible. If I want Christ and His free gift of grace 
in the Biblical sense of wanting, I cannot at the same time 
want to disobey God and to live a life that willfully dis- 
regards His holy will. It must also be understood that when 
an attitude of being opposed to sin is referred to, it is not 
so much sin in relation to myself, in relation to my family, 
in relation to society at large. Still less is it the problem 
of national sin; Rather it is my personal sin against God 
and His throne. This principle governing God’s attitude 
toward sin and the sinner is unchanged in all dispensations. 
“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear 
me” (Psa. 66:18). “If ye do return unto the Lord with all 
your hearts, then put away the strange gods . . . and prepare 
your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only” (1 Sam. 7:3). 





What Love Will Do 


By Gordon Chilvers 


HEN we think of what God in 


His love is planning for us, we love. 


fail to see the wonder of the divine 
It is indeed a challenging love, 


another world. When the disciples were 
with the Lord in a boat on the sea, an 








June 17, 1961 (Lesson for July 2) 


cannot but be amazed. That di- 
vine love which gave Christ for a 
world’s salvation is at present engaged 
in transforming every child of God. 
The grandeur of this transformation 
will show the extraordinary power of 
the love of God in the lives of those 
whom sin has corrupted. 

John in his first Epistle (3:1) draws 
our attention to this amazing love: 
“Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
Should be called the sons of God.” 
John wants us to realize what we have 
80 far only imperfectly tried to grasp. 
This love is so startling in its working 
and its results that he bids us give it 
our careful consideration. The great 
acts of God can easily be overlooked, 
and John is anxious that we should not 





which invites comparison with any 
other exhibition of love anywhere in 
the world, knowing that the world has 
never seen anything to equal it. 

It is a unique love to which John 
draws our attention. “Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us.” The word translated 
“what manner” literally means “of what 
country.” This love is entirely foreign 
to the earth on which we live. The 
word occurs only infrequently in the 
New Testament. Two uses of it that 
are connected with our Lord’s life are 
significant. When the angel came to 
Mary to tell her that she was to be the 
mother of Jesus she “cast in her mind 
what manner of salutation this should 
be” (Luke 1:29). It was an announce- 
ment that the Lord would come from 





awful storm arose. Jesus stilled that 
storm and the men were astonished. 
They said: “What manner of man 
is this, that even the winds and the 
sea obey him!” (Matt. 8:27.) It needed 
to be a man from another world to do 
this sort of thing, for this act was be- 
yond all merely human power. In this 
connection the word has a_ heavenly 
flavor. John is telling us that the love 
of God for us is as different from any- . 
thing we know as life in Heaven is dif- 
ferent. from life on earth. 

It is a gratuitous love. God loves us 
in spite of what we are. When a child- 
less married couple decide to adopt a 
child they inquire very carefully into 
its antecedents. They want to know 
all available details of the life and con- 


(Continued on page 492) 
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@ MANCHESTER, ENGLAND.—The North of 
England Crusade was launched here without the 
presence of Billy Graham. The evangelist was 
confined in London with a throat infection. 
Deputizing for him was team member Leighton 
Ford. Latest reports from London indicated that 
Dr. Graham might be able to start preaching 
within a few days. An overwhelming majority 
of Anglican and Free Church leaders have ex- 
pressed keen sympathy with the campaign de- 
spite the continued opposition by some elements 
of the Anglican Church to Dr. Graham’s method 


of mass evangelism. After the conclusion of the . 


campaign here, Dr. Graham is scheduled to hold 
rallies in Glasgow and Belfast. 


@ PHILADELPHIA.—Anglican Archbishop Joost 
de Blank of Capetown, in a recent lecture here 
on racial tensions in South Africa, said that the 
only remedy he had to offer for personal racial 
prejudice was conversion to the faith of Jesus 
Christ. The blood of the Cross is the only thing 
that can break down the barriers between men, 
he said. 


@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Supreme Court 
has.upheld the constitutionality of laws banning 
retail sales on Sunday in Massachusetts, Mary- 
land, and Pennsylvania. Justice Felix Frank- 
furter, in his opinion, wrote-that a law requiring 
citizens to observe one day of rest a week from 
work and commercial activity, and leaving the 
choice of the day to their individual preference 
would not accomplish the objective sought by 
Sunday closing laws, that of “an atmosphere of 
entire community repose.” Justice Frankfurter, 
the only Jewish member of the Court, delivered 
a monumental 86-page opinion that decided the 
case against the appellants, who were members 
of Mr. Frankfurter’s own faith. The opinion, 
believed by court observers to be the longest 
ever written by a member of the Court, was 
evidence of the difficulty that he and other 
members of the Court had in reaching their de- 
cision in the cases raised by the challenge of 
Orthodox Jewish merchants to the Sunday clos- 
ing laws of some states. 


@ NEW YORK.—Eight doctors, including sur- 
geons, pediatricians, general practitioners, obste- 
tricians, and a pathologist, have volunteered to 
serve in the Congo under “Operation Doctor,” 
a project of the Congo Protestant Relief Agency. 
Making the announcement, Dr. Roland Metzger, 
CPRA director here, added that five more U. S. 
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THE TIMES News Report 





volunteer doctors are now being processed’ for — 
one year’s service in the Congo. 


@ EDINBURGH.—The Moderator of the Church 
of Scotland may visit Pope John XXIII next year 
when he goes to Rome to take part in celebra- 
tions marking the centenary of the Scots Kirk 
there. The possibility of such a call was seen 
here when the General Assembly, by a large 
majority, instructed its Inter-Church Relations 
Committee to study the advisability of this un- 
precedented gesture. 


@ “Protestant sects have more students pre- 
paring for the ministry in Latin America than 
the Roman Catholic Church has studying for the 
diocesan priesthood,” according to Father Hoff- 
man of Notre Dame University, who has made 
a special study of missions. “The scarcity of 
priests is the most urgent spiritual problem: 
Latin America, with thirty-four per cent of the 
total number of Catholics of the world, has only 
nine and one-half per cent of the priests.” 


@ The Evangelical Bible Mission, founded in 
1954 to provide Scriptures to escapees from 
Communist-ruled countries and other displaced 
persons living in West Germany and Berlin, 
reports that more than 440,000 Bibles and 
Scripture portions were distributed by the mis- 
sion during the past five years. Eighty-seven 
per cent of the Scriptures went to refugee camps 


in West Germany, nine per cent to displaced 


foreigners, and the rest to emigrants, Germans 
abroad, and the West German armed forces. 


@ Eight African Methodist ministers were 
among the victims of recent unrest in Angola, 
reports “Presbyterian Life” (June 1, 1961). Of 
150 African Methodist ministers in this country, 
the report said, at least half were believed to 
have been jailed, or to have fled or been killed. 
Among the eight ministers who have been 
killed was one of the district superintendents. 


Many churches and schools have been destroyed © 


or damaged. British and Canadian Baptists re 
port that their missionary activity in Angola has 
come to a standstill, and that mission posts have 
been largely evacuated. 
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The Crisis in World Missions: 9. Mis 
sionary Strategy Today. By Arthur F. Glasser. 
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What Shall We Do? 
“What shall the Church do to recover its early vitality? | “Make it relevant,” is the watchword from this quarter. 
rch Why aren’t we making a significant impact on the world? The ferment itself is good. Inasmuch as the Church is 
ear Where is the leakage of power?” aware of her weakness and genuinely concerned to discover 
yr a- These questions are being asked all over Christendom. the causes, and is determined to grasp all that God has for 
‘irk The suspicion lurks in our uneasy consciences that some- her, she does well. At the risk of seeming to toss merely 
en where, somehow, we're not experiencing all that God has for one more suggestion into the potpourri, may we suggest that 
rge His Church. God has given to His Church the light to show the way. 
ons The suggestions as to just what steps we ought to take _It is to be found in Holy Scripture. ; 
Un in order to recover this fullness are as many as the groups When Jesus Christ speaks to the churches, as recorded in 4 
that make up Christendom. ‘We must, at all costs, cease the early chapters of Revelation, the message varies‘ accord- 
the bickering and party spirit which divide us, and work ing to the specific need of the church addressed. There is 
re for one visibly united church,” cries the World Council of _no one pattern that they must all follow. One group needs | 
vail Churches. “No, no,” respond others, who fear that such to scour its ranks for uncleanness, another needs to root out ; 
the a course will result only in an unwieldy and corruptible  heterodoxy, another to be encouraged, and still another to ‘ 
monolith. “It is our diversity which helps to keep us pure.” start up from her slumber. Whatever the thing necessary, i 
off Some hold out for doctrinal purity as the one thing that, _ it is to be found in the Word of the living God. Our earnest i 
ade above all else, must be insisted upon, and that alone will analyses of our failures must ever and anon be matched by Hl 
of restore the Church to its early effectiveness. Others long our earnest search of the Scriptures, that we may with lowli- j 
2m: for a renewal of the Pentecostal experience of the disciples, ness of mind learn what it is that God is saying to us, and 
the with its astonishing manifestations. Still others call out for doit. 
nly a sweeping reappraisal of our preaching, in which we will To feud and ark ‘iy holy Words” 
scotch the traditional “jargon” and bring it all up-to-date. And by its holy precepts ‘ 
be: Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 
in, MISSIONARY STATESMAN PASSES.—Dr. Alfred C. Snead recently passed away, in his q 
and seventy-sixth year. One of the outstanding missionary statesmen of our generation, Dr. Snead 
nis was for thirty-five years Foreign Secretary of the truly fruitful and vigorous missionary work i 
ven of the Christian and Missionary Alliance. At the time of his decease, this notable group of ; 
nps missionary-minded people had 830 missionaries laboring in twenty-two foreign mission fields. I : 
ced remember once when speaking for the Alliance in New York, now many years ago, I paid a i 
ans call upon Dr. Snead, whom I had not previously met. His office was in what is called the . 4 
ces. theatrical district of New York City. I do not know what led me to ask it, but during the | 
conversation, I said to him, “How can you keep your mind constantly on a high spiritual 4 
ere level when walking out for luncheon at noon you must pass by all these hideous billboards, 
ola, many of them advertising lascivious programs?” I will never forget his immediate reply to me. i 
Of He said, ““The moment I get back to my office from luncheon, I fall on my knees and ask God ; 
try, to cleanse my heart and mind from all the evil my eyes have looked upon in that noon hour.” i 
| to IRRELIGION ON THE CAMPUS.—Not only is genuine faith in Christ and His saving i 
led. work declining in Protestantism in this country, but there is an alarmingly high proportion of 
een irreligion in our colleges today. It has just been officially reported that of the 1,100 students at | 
nts. the Stevens Institute of Technology in Hoboken, N. J., sixty-five per cent claim to have no ‘ 
yed religious convictions. Of the group, forty-five per cent said they had a Catholic background, dl 
sh forty-five per cent a Protestant background, and ten per cent Jewish. . In other words, prac- : 
has tically all of them had a religious background, but only thirty-five per cent today have gen- | 
ave uine religious convictions. : ' 
METHODIST MISSIONARY ACTIVITY.—The Methodist Board of Missions has recently i 
— announced that their appropriation for the coming year for missionary work in the United 
States and in the forty-four countries in which their missionaries are laboring, was $23,583,- : 
tal 419. At the annual meeting recently held in Buckhill Falls, Pa., 69 new missionaries were 
er. commissioned, of whom 54 were for overseas. 
—— 
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The Crisis in World Mtsstons 


By Arthur F. Glasser, D.D. 


Director for North America, China Inland Mission 
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Communist students marching in a May Day parade in Japan. 


8. Communism and Muissions 


MissIONARY ADVANCE IN OuR TIME 


& HE gospel must first be pub- 
lished among all nations” (Mark 


13:10). Christ thus described the 
basic condition His Church must fulfill 
if He is to return and consummate the 
present age. And He went on to state 
that with His coming “in the clouds with 
great power and glory” He will “gather 
together his elect .. . from the uttermost 
part of the earth” (Mark 13:26, 27). 
Obviously this event could only take 
place after the Church has been planted 
in all the nations. 

The twentieth century is unique in 
the history of the Church in that, de- 
spite all the weaknesses of organized 
Christianity, this goal is at long last 
within the realm of attainment. Not 
that vast masses of people are coming 
to Christ throughout the world, but the 
Gospel is certainly being proclaimed in 
almost every land, and increasingly 
among almost every people. 


Tue CoMMUNISTs COME ON THE SCENE 


But in recent years the Church 
throughout the earth has become pain- 
fully aware of a savage competitor. 
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In the foregoing articles, Mr. Glasser 
has drawn largely on the experience 
of Christians in China to illustrate 
the encounter of Christianity with 
Communism. In this article he puts 
the problem in both personal and 
universal terms. 








Opposing Jesus Christ is Karl Marx 
and the world-wide Communist crusade 
he launched more than a hundred years 
ago. Within the last four decades this 
adversary has gained control of roughly 
one-third of the world’s population and 
one-fourth of its land surface. 

Never have Christian missionaries 
faced so baffling or so formidable an 
opponent. Wherever the Communists 
have gained civil control, aggressive 
Gospel outreach has been first throttled 
and later forbidden. 

Perhaps this is why Pastor Giinther 
Jacob of Cottbus, East Germany, re- 
cently raised the question, “Is this the 
end of the. Constantinian era?”1 He 
had been ponderimg the unrelenting, 
steadily increasing pressure of the Com- 
munists on his parish church. Its cor- 
porate life was being hindered, its 


message assailed as irrelevant, and its 
evangelistic outreach virtually termi- 
nated. Economic and social sanctions 
were being placed upon its membership 
with a growing official impatience that 
did not augur well for the future. And 
this in the very part of Germany inti- 
mately associated with Luther and the 
Reformation! 

What did Pastor Jacob mean by his 
phrase, “The Constantinian era”? Fol- 
lowing soon after the conversion of the 
Emperor Constantine (in 315 A.D.), 
Christianity was made the official re- 
ligion of the Roman Empire. Almost 
overnight the Church came to a priv- 
ileged and powerful position in the so- 
cial structure of the Western world. It 
has maintained this position until our 
generation. With the present emerf- 
gence of Communism as a world force, 
a new era is dawning. The Church is 
finding itself pushed roughly back to 
its pre-Constantinian status, when it 
was despised, often persecuted, but 
never a completely ignored movement, 
since it was always “out of step” with 
the status quo. 

We can be sure that Satan is some- 
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where behind the vigorous growth of 
Communism in the world today. When 
we realize that his doom is sealed with 
the return of Christ, we can .expect him 
to do all within his power to prevent 
the completion of the world-wide wit- 
ness of the Church. In our day he is 
using Communism as he has used no 
other force in the past to hinder mis- 
sionary advance. The emergence of 
Communism is doubtless part of Satan’s 
cosmic conflict with Christ. 


REACTING NEGATIVELY TO THE 
CoMMUNIST PROBLEM 


What should Evangelical missionary 
strategy be in the face of Communist 
advance? Some training schools in 
America (by their curricula) and some 
missionaries overseas (by their silence) 
appear to be quite indifferent to the 
problem. Are they not aware of Com- 
munism’s dynamic force and awesome 
magnitude? Indifference, based on ig- 
norance, appears to be insulating not a 
few Christians from realizing that Com- 
munism may well be the pivotal prob- 
lem facing missionary strategists today. 

Others are possibly indifferent because 
they have unguardedly allowed eschato- 
logical views to distort the whole can- 
vas of their Christian responsibilities. 
They reason, “Let’s face it. We are in 
the end of the age. Christ’s return is 
imminent. God’s people are soon to be 
delivered out of the mess. Missions? 
Oh, every age has ended with the fail- 
ure of God’s people. The Church in 
this age will fail too. Communism? A 
definite sign of the end. There is little 
you can do to cope realistically with 
this early evidence of Antichrist’s king- 
dom.” 


REACTING UNSCRIPTURALLY TO THE 
CoMMUNIST PROBLEM 


The Devil is a master at camouflage. 
He is also very skilled in enticing Chris- 
tians away from using Biblical ap- 
proaches to the problems before them. 
Nowhere is this more clearly revealed 
than in the hosts of non-Biblical ap- 
proaches to the Communist problem in 
which Satan has entangled Christians. 
Their number is legion. Some have 
been trapped into assuming a posture 
of total, unrelieved hostility toward all 
Communists. This has made them in- 
capable of winning them to Christ. 

Others have been tempted to yield 
theological ground to Communists in 
their éfforts to establish rapport with 
them. This has merely earned their 
scorn. Communists rarely yield in mat- 
ters of ideology, although their capacity 
for tactical changes is prodigious. 

Still others, upon discovering that 
Communists preach a program of social 
and political reorganization, have felt 
that they should compete with a parallel 
program having religious overtones. In 
their preoccupation with this they have 
forgotten the primary ministry of rec- 
onciliation committed to them by the 
Lord, a ministry that centers chiefly in 
preaching the redemptive work of Christ 
and His Cross. 

Not a few have felt that they should 
identify the Church with the political 
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program of the West in its cold war 
with the Communist powers. This tac- 
tic has been completely misunderstood 
by nationals overseas. The fact remains 
that the West, by its present prosperity 
and unsavory past, is more often than 
not the object of jealousy, suspicion, 
and even hatred by those whom it- 
earlier described as “lesser breeds with- 
out the law.” These uncommitted mil- 
lions will not be drawn to a Saviour 
whom they regard as “captured” by 
the imperialist West. The Church can- 
not fulfill its missionary obligation by 
identifying itself with any particular 
political position or economic phi- 
losophy. 
THINKING POSITIVELY AND SCRIPTURALLY 
The thoughtful Christian, believing 
that his Heavenly Father is the God of 
history, finds it impossible to be indif- 
ferent to trends in nations today. He 
confronts a world that is undergoing a 
major shift in civilizations, with the 
white races in political decline and the 
nonwhite races emerging on a world- 
wide scale. This generation, the one 
threatened by Communism, must be 
evangelized. This is the command of 
God. What He has commanded must 
be within the realm of possibility, by 
His grace. He dare not allow mission- 
ary strategy to be crystallized into a 
holding operation merely “looking for” 
the return of Christ. This triumph can 
and must be “hastened” by a venture- 
some application of Scriptural principles 
to the harrowing present. What if 
Christ delays His return another ten 
years? Aimless “muddling along” will 
grieve the Lord and hinder His cause. 


No. It is unthinkable but that there 
must be some impact of growing Com- 
munist power and influence on Evan- 
gelical missionary strategy. Communism 
cannot be ignored by mission leaders 
as they face the future. What sort of 
God would want His people serving 
Him in a vacuum, completely disso- 
ciated from this and other formidable 
problems facing the world today? 


Of course, not a few mission leaders 
are already pondering the Communist 
problem. They have before them a 
growing literature on the lessons con- 
fronting those missionaries who were 
involved in the withdrawal from China 
in 1949-1953. They have not overlooked 
the record of the Protestant church in 


eastern Europe since World War IL... 


This sober material is replete with dark 
warnings that it is possible to fail a 
national church by being indifferent or 
ignorant regarding Communism and the 
intellectual ferment it generates within 
the society it captures. 


All these studies have been pondered 
in the light of Scripture and its frequent 
affirmation that God is the God of his- 
tory. As omnipotent Providence, He is 
constantly at work, superintending the 
movements of nations and individuals, 
that in the end His eternal purpose 
might be fully realized. “All human 
history shall be consummated in 
Christ.” 2 

(To be continued) 





1 Barth, Karl and Hamel, Johannes, How To 
Serve God in a Marxist p. 64. Associa- 
tion Press, New York, 1959. 


* Ephesians 1:10 (J. B. Phillips’ translation). 


Follow-Up Work in Child Evangelism 


Its effect on church and Sunday school 


UE evangelism means the carry- 
ing out of the great commission 
(Matt. 28:19, 20). It is a great mistake 
to think that getting a decision from a 
child to accept Christ is evangelizing 
that child. Williams translates the great 
commission as, “Go then and make dis- 
ciples of all the nations, baptize them 
into the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, and teach them 
to practice all the commands that I 
have given you.” Is not this the true 
meaning of evangelism? 

Today the church is ‘suffering from 
an incomplete view of child evange- 
lism. While a true decision to accept 
Christ as Saviour will result in that 
child’s presence in Heaven; this alone 
is of little value to the church and to 
the work of God on earth. It is His 
purpose that those who come to the 
Saviour will work for the Saviour. 
Peter instructs us that, as Christ’s, we 
are “to offer up spiritual sacrifices,” 
“ye should shew forth the praises of 
him who hath called you,” “ye should 
follow his steps,” “should live unto 
righteousness” (1 Pet. 2:5, 9, 21, 24). 


By LIONEL A. HUNT 


But how is a child who comes to Christ 
to do these things if we fail to com- 
plete the process of evangelism? 

One reason many churches today have 
empty pews is because no painstaking 
effort has been made in days gone by 
to apply the great commission to chil- 
dren. And, by the same token, those 
pews will be empty tomorrow. The 
wise church will have a program in 
hand to remedy this situation. The 
appalling average of but twenty per 
cent of the children in the Sunday 
school being truly converted will be 
taken care of by proper periodic evan- 
gelistic crusades. Where this has been 
done, the whole atmosphere of the 
school has improved. Teaching has be- 
come easier as the child has the Holy 
Spirit to lead into “all truth.” Then 
the alert church holds special classes 
for converts to teach church doctrine, 
leading to baptism. A recent letter 
from California announces such chil- 
dren have just been baptized. In an- 
other church, such children have their 
own week-night prayer meeting, the 

(Continued on page 495) 
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Luke 1:26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 

27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 

28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou 
that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art 
thou among women. 


29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, - 


and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should 
be. 

30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou 
hast found favour with God. 

31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a son, we shalt - his name — 


Chap. 2: 41 Now his sini fea to Saeed every 
year at the feast of the passover. 

42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to 
Jerusalem after the eustom of the feast. 

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, 
the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and 
his mother knew not of it. 

44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, 
went a day’s journey; and they sought him among their 


International Uniform Lesson 





MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS 


Matthew 1:18-25; 12:46-50; Luke 1:26 to 2:52; John 2:1-10; 19:25-27; Acts 1:14; 
printed text, Luke 1:26-31; 2:41-49; John 19:25-27 


Golden Text.—Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 


his name Immanuel.—Isa. 7:14 


kinsfolk and acquaintance. 

45 And when they found him not, they turned back again 
to Jerusalem, seeking him. 

46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found 
him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
hearing them, and asking them questions. 

47 And all that heard him were astonished at his under- 
standing and answers. 

48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his 
mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with 
us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 

49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? 
wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business? 


John 19:25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his 
mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, 
and Mary Magdalene. 

26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple 
standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, 
Woman, behold thy son! 

27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And 
from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School somoeet 3 es International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, co coprrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious cation. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


God’s divine and unique Son, the long- 


Verse 28—“And the angel . . . said, 













By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


E CANNOT read all of these fas- 
W cinating portions of the Gospels 

concerning Mary without being 
freshly impressed with her personal pu- 
rity and piety. Furthermore, we can- 
not but notice the perfection of the 
Lord’s attitude toward her. While ever 
tender and considerate, He was never 
fawning and intimate. There was al- 
ways the perfect balance between fil- 
ial respect and divine dignity. Nor 
was Mary herself other than fully re- 
spectful. She recognized His unique 
divinity. 

The story of the conception and vir- 
gin birth of the Lord Jesus, as related 
by Luke, entails one of the great vital 
doctrines of Christianity. And yet we 
cannot fail to be impressed by the re- 
straint and the reservation that are em- 
ployed in the writing of it. There is an 
economy of words throughout. There is 
nothing superfluous or extravagant. 
When the boy Jesus, at the age of 


twelve, referred to being occupied in . 


“my Father’s business” (Luke 2:49), 
neither Joseph nor Mary understood 
Him. However, Mary laid up these re- 
marks in her heart, and pondered their 
significance. We are not told what con- 
clusions she reached, but we may be 
sure that they were intelligent and cor- 
rect. 

Amazingly enough, her child was 
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promised redeemer of men. 
Verse by Verse 


Luke 1:26—“And in the sixth month 
the angel Gabriel was sent from God 
unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth.” 
After four centuries of silence, God was 
again about to communicate with His 
beloved but backslidden people, and He 
chose to make this contact through an 
angel, and in a town located in the 
Gentile country of Galilee—Nazareth 
(see Matt. 4:15). Gabriel, who de- 
scribed himself as standing in the pres- 
ence of God (see Luke 1:19), was the 
honored messenger. 

Verse 27—“To a virgin espoused to, 

. Joseph, of the house of David; and 
the virgin’s name was Mary.” Twice 
here described as a virgin, Mary was 
betrothed, or engaged, to Joseph, who 
was of the fallen house of David. Both 
of these young people were God fear- 
ing but inconspicuous. Joseph means 
“added” and Mary, or Miriam, means 
“exalted.” God was about to honor 
them through their association with 
Christ. 








Comfort for Dark Days 








“I will both lay me down in 
peace, and sleep: for thou, Lord, 
only makest me dwell in safety” 
(Psa. 4:8). 











Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the 
Lord is with thee: blessed art thou 
among women.” This was indeed a 
warm and enthusiastic greeting. Highly 
favored and blessed among her sex, 
Mary was now about to become Heaven's 
chosen vessel for the fulfillment of its 
greatest promise. 

Verse 29.—“And when she saw him, 
she was troubled ... and cast in her 
mind what ... salutation this should 
be.” Filled with sudden awe, the vir- 
gin was perturbed over the strange an- 
nouncement and sought to reason out 
the sense of it. Certainly the whole 
approach was most unusual. What 
could it all mean? 

Verse 30.—“‘And the angel said... 
Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found 
favour with God.” Here was a ringing 
assurance that was designed to restore 
poise and confidence. Mary, whose 
name was probably little known on 
earth, was well-known by Heaven, and 
was the object of special grace and 
consideration by God. 


Verse 31—“And ... thou shalt con- 
ceive . . . and bring forth a son, and 
shalt call his name JESUS.” This an- 
nouncement entailed two predictions: 
the sex of the child—son, and not a 
daughter—and the child’s name. Now, 
Jesus means “Jehovah the Saviour.” In 
the very heart of this name is the 
glorious truth of both the deity and 
humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
is no other than Jehovah Himself, who 
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has come as a spotless man in order to 
save His lost creature, man. 

Chap. 2:41—“Now his parents went 
to Jerusalem every year at the feast of 
the passover.” It is about sixty or 
seventy miles from Nazareth to Jeru- 
salem, and annually Joseph and Mary 
made the devout pilgrimage to the great 
city in order to commemorate the na- 
tion’s deliverance from the bondage of 
Egypt. 

Verse 42.—“And when he was twelve 
years old, they went up to Jerusalem 
..-’ When a Jewish boy reached the 
age of twelve he became “a son of the 
law,” and a member of the congrega- 
tion of Israel. 


Verse 43.—“And ... as they returned, ~ 


the child Jesus tarried behind in Jeru- 
salem; and Joseph and his mother knew 
not of it.” The feast lasted at least 
eight days, and, the Boy, sensing that 
His mission there was not yet com- 
pleted, lingered on. Joseph and Mary, 
doubtless fully occupied with the de- 
tails of the homeward movement, thus 
overlooked the responsibility of check- 
ing on the presence of Jesus. 


Verse 44—“But they, supposing him 
to have been in. the company, went a 
day’s journey; and they sought him 
among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.” 
In the interests of both fellowship and 
security it is quite probable that a large 
group of pilgrims from the Galilee area 
would journey together. Taking it for 
granted that Jesus was somewhere in 
the company, they did not miss Him 
until the evening—probably when the 
evening meal was ready. Then, on be- 
coming aware of His absence, they 
checked among the relatives and friends 
who made up the caravan. 


Verse 45.—“And when they found him 
not, they turned back again to Jeru- 
salem, seeking him.” This must have 
been a painful decision. Sorrow and 
anxiety filled their hearts (notice the 
word “sorrowing” in v. 48) as they re- 
traced their steps to the holy city. 


Verse 46—“And ... after three days 
they found him in the temple, sitting 
in the midst of the doctors, both hear- 
ing them, and asking them questions.” 
It took them three times as long to find 
Him as it did to discover that they had 
lost Him. Moreover, they apparently 
found Him just where they had left 
Him—in the Temple. There He sat in 
the midst of those learned rabbis. He 
was not teaching them, however, for 
such would be unbecoming for a twelve- 
year-old boy. Rather, he was listening 
to them and inquiring of them. 


Verse 47.—“And all that heard him 
were astonished at his understanding 
and answers.” The intelligent grasp of 
the various problems and the accurate 
answers that He gave brought surprise 
and astonishment to all the teachers 
and bystanders. Here was a most un- 
usual child! 

Verse 48.—“‘And when they saw him, 
they were amazed: and his mother said 
unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt 
with us? behold, thy father and I have 
Sought thee sorrowing.” None were 


Last Week’s Lesson 
18. June 25.—The Fruits of Faith. 
James 1:21, 22; 2; 5; Galatians 5:22-25 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. July 9.—Andrew, a Fisher of Men. 
Matthew 4:18-20; Mark 3:14- 
19a; John 1:35-44; 6:8, 9; 12:20-22 








more astonished than Joseph and Mary. 
But the chiding that came from the 
lips of Mary scarcely did her credit, for 
had she not learned from the angel’s 
lips of His supernatural character? Had 
she not been told that He was the very 
Son of God? (see Luke 1:35.) Should 
she not have expected, therefore, the 
unusual? 

Verse 49.—“And he said .. . How is it 
that ye sought me? wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father’s business?” 
It would seem that there is a polite but 
clear reply to Mary’s reference to “thy 
father” here. Our Lord’s trie Father 
was God (though Joseph, however, was 
His legal earthly father). Already He 
was fully conscious of His unique, and 
holy personality. He must be occupied 
in the interests of God, His Father. 
They really should have known this. 

John 19:25.—“Now there stood by the 
cross of Jesus his mother ...” The 
enemies sat (see Matt. 27:36). But 
Mary and a few friends stood. They 
would not sit in the seat of the scornful 
(Psa. 1:1), nor relax while He endured 
the anguish and judgment in behalf of 
sinners. 

Verse 26.—“When Jesus therefore saw 
his mother, and the disciple standing 
by, whom he loved, he saith unto his 
mother, Woman, behold thy son!” The 
loved disciple was John, of course, the 
writer of the fourth Gospel. And in 
committing His mother to Him, the 
Lord Jesus Christ made full provision 
for her physical and spiritual welfare. 
Though Mary had evidently begotten 
other sons, they were unbelieving, and 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


NN WHAT way was the birth of the 

Lord Jesus Christ miraculous and 
unique? 

2. What Old Testament prophet fore- 
told the virgin birth? 

3. Of whose family was Mary a de- 
scendent? 

4. In what. way was Mary submissive 
to God? 

5. How did she indicate her need of 
a Saviour? 

6. What good advice did Mary give 
at the wedding? 

7. Whom did Jesus describe as His 
mother and brethren? 

8. How did the dying Lord honor 
His mother? 

9. Where is Mary when the last New 
Testament reference is made to her? 

10. In what way does the New Tes- 
tament completely discourage Mariola- 
try? 

(Answers on page 490) 





Christ passed them by (see John 7:5). 
Mary would henceforth be protected and 
provided for by John. This was among 
His last loving and filial acts. 

Verse 27.—“Then saith he to the dis- 
ciple, Behold thy mother! And from 
that hour that disciple took her unto 
his own home.” It would appear alto- 
gether probable that Joseph was dead; 
hence this provision. As the adopted 
mother of John, Mary would doubtless 
spend many hours in holy reminiscence 
with him. What thoughts they would 
share together! 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The mother of our Lord was a devout 
Jewess, completely free of any taint of 
the miserable pretensions of contem- 
porary Phariseeism. A subject of sacred 
prophecy, this girl was “the woman” 
(see Gen. 3:15) whose seed would bruise 
the serpent’s head. She was also the 
“virgin” of Isaiah 7:14. 

Though mystified by the angelic an- 
nouncement that she was to become 
the honored mother of Israel’s Messiah, 
who would also be the Son of God, 
Mary readily submitted to the divine 
arrangement of things, saying simply, 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be 
it unto me according to thy word” 
(Luke 1:38). Such submission was 
beautiful. 

Mary was also thoughtful, pondering 
in her heart the things she saw and 
heard (see Luke 1:29; 2:19, 51). This 
pensive attitude deepened in her the 
glorious wonder of it all, producing in 
her such unshakeable confidence in Jesus 
that she could urge the servants at a 
later wedding, when an emergency 
arose, to unhesitatingly obey His in- 
structions (see John 2:5). 

This pious young woman was also 
worshipful. Her magnificat, or outburst 
of praise (see Luke 1:46-55), expressed 
the adoration to God that filled her 
heart. This has also filled the heart of 
tens of thousands who have joined with 
her since she first sang it. 

But Mary was not immaculate. On 
the contrary, she was sinful, and recog- 
nized her need for redemption. Thus 
she confessed God as her Saviour (see 
Luke 1:47). And in full harmony with 
this, she offered the required sacrifices 
in connection with childbirth, thus ac- 
knowledging her need for purification 
(see Luke 2:22-24; cf., Lev. 12:7, 8). 
And in the context of this significance, 
the last sight we have of Mary is when 
she is bowing in prayer with the dis- 
ciples (see Acts 1:14). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The miracle of the virgin birth (Matt. 
1:18-25; Luke 1:26-31) 

2. The message of the Incarnation (Luke 
1:32 to 2:52) 

3. The manner of the Lord toward Mary 
(Matt. 12: 46-50; John 19: 25-27) 

4. The meekness and dependence of 
Mary (John 2:1-10; Acts 1:14) 


Topics for Development 


Is Mary “the Blessed Virgin”? In 
the thinking of devout Roman Cath- 
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olics the phrase “the blessed virgin” 
conveys the idea of someone who is 
clothed. with supernatural and divine 
powers. She is viewed as sinless, and 
having the ability to exercise mediatory 
influence in behalf of her devotees. 
She is officially described in Catholic 
literature as able to “bring you safely 
home to enjoy the everlasting joys of 
Heaven. No truer companion, no safer 
guide could be found ... on whom 
you might securely depend.” 1 Needless 
to say, this is utterly false. Such un- 
true claims are an insult to our Lord 
Jesus, who is man’s only mediator and 
Saviour. 

As we have already noticed, Mary 
was herself a sinner and, in recognition 
of this, offered the appropriate sac- 
rifices. Moreover, it is tremendously 
significant that the last mention of her 
in the Bible finds her at a prayer 
meeting, not being prayed to, but pray- 
ing with her fellow believers (see Acts 
1:14). 

However, Mary was indeed distin- 
guished by God, and though no intelli- 
gent Christian will worship or give her 
the allegiance of his heart, yet we do 
recognize the honor conferred upon her. 
Twice was she addressed as “Blessed” 
—first by Gabriel (Luke 1:28) and 
then by Elisabeth (Luke 1:42). 

Flowing out of this repeated saluta- 
tion tame Mary’s outburst, “from hence- 
forth all generations shall call me 
blessed” (Luke 1:48). 

If we bear in mind that blessed also 
means simply “happy” we may quite 
lawfully apply it not only to Mary but 
also to everyone who has bowed to the 
supremacy of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Practical Applications 


When Mary and Joseph returned from 
Jerusalem on their homeward trek to 
Nazareth they supposed that Jesus was 
in the company (see Luke 2:44). They 
took it for granted that He was some- 
where among the party, traveling with 
them toward home. That assumption 
was altogether unfounded, however. Ac- 
tually He was still back in Jerusalem, 
exactly where they had left Him. And 
in order to find Him they had to turn 
back again. 

In the journey of life it is very easy 
to assume that the Lord Jesus is with 
us. This is especially true when one is 
traveling in a Christian company. Take 
the young person who has been reared 
in a believing home and a Bible-preach- 
ing church. He has known God’s way 
of salvation from early childhood. How 
easy for him to just assume that. Christ 
is journeying with him, when actually 
there may never have been the vital 
experience of the new birth at all! 

Let us not “suppose.” Let us be sure 
that there has been a definite time in 
our experience when we have really re- 
ceived Jesus Christ not only into our 
company in general, but into our lives 
in particular. 


Golden Text 


Isaiah 7:14—“Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 


1 Novena Notes—Aug. 29, 1941. 


486 (10) 


his name Immanuel.” The margin of 
the A.S.V. reads, “Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive ...” Thus it points to a 
specific virgin who was to be the chosen 
vessel for the supreme honor of bring- 
ing the Messiah into the world. Im- 
manuel means “God with us” (see Matt. 
1:23). In this text, therefore, we have 
a clear revelation of both the deity and 
the humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
While never ceasing to be God, He was 
also true man—God and man in one 
unique person. 
NortTH.PaLM BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEestep HyMNns 


“I Love To Hear the Story” 
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 
“Pairest Lord Jesus” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose ear is open 
to the cry of the humble, we thank Thee 
that Thou didst entrust Thy Son to one 
of earth’s humble homes. Let our 
homes be blessed with His presence. 
Let our study today of the lowly He- 
brew maiden who became the mother 
of our Saviour move us to trust, obey, 
and serve Thee as willingly and self- 
lessly as Mary did. Take from us pride 
and self-seeking that we may be sub- 
missively surrendered to do Thy will. 
Bring us to the time when everywhere 
Thy will shall be done on earth as it is 
in Heaven. To those who are ill, in 
trouble, bereaved, or in want give the 
help most suited to them. Keep them 
trusting and rejoicing in Thee. Guide 
our leaders and those of other nations 
to the best solution of the problems 
that vex our generation. Revive, pu- 
rify, and strengthen Thy Church, pros- 
pering greatly all her witness to her 
Lord and Saviour. Be with us through 
a new week, our guardian and our guide, 
that we may live to Thy glory and unto 
the blessing of others, through Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 


For THE BLACKBOARD 
SOM 
none can OVERVALUE cunist 


After the Lesson.—During World War 
I a British soldier lay wounded on the 
field of battle. A Protestant chaplain 
saw him and stopped to be of help, if 
possible. But the wounded boy was a 
Roman Catholic and he waved the 
chaplain aside saying, “You don’t be- 
lieve in our Mother.” He had been 
taught that Protestants lack right be- 
lief in Mary and fitting reverence for 
her. But Protestants do not under- 
value Mary. Roman Catholics over- 























One such prayer says: “O Mary, save 


me. _When Jesus will have no mercy, 


I turn to thee.” These are shocking 
words. They suggest that our Lord is 
less merciful than Mary, that she is 
more willing and able to save than He 


is. Such exaggerated honoring of Mary 


is a dishonoring of Christ. Of her Son, 
the angel said to Mary, “He shall be 
great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest” (Luke 1:32). He did not say 
Mary was to be great, or be called the 
Mother of God. He called her “blessed 

. among women,” as indeed she was 
in having the honor of being the mother 
of the Saviour. But it is her Son, not 
Mary who alone can save us. 

When that wounded soldier said; 
“You don’t believe in our Mother,” the 
chaplain replied: “You are wounded 
and need help. Will you have the doc- 
tor or the doctor’s mother?” It is the 
Lord Jesus, not His mother, who is the 
Great Physician of souls. Only He can 
save us from our sin. Have you put 
your case in His hands? 


Ocfan Park, B. C., Can. 








The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“To a virgin ... and the virgin’s 
name was Mary” (Luke 1:27).—“The 
fulness of the time was come” for God 
to send forth His Son (Gal. 4:4). It is 
soul-thrilling to follow the way in 
which God began to fulfill the promise 
of Isaiah 7:14. He sent the angel, Ga- 
briel, to the despised village of Nazareth 
—not to the capital city; and to a vir- 
tually unknown virgin—not to a prin- 
cess in a palace. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. She was engaged to a humble 
carpenter. 

“Hail, thou that art highly favoured 

.-” (Luke 1:28).—Eve was the woman 
through whom sin with all its attendant 
evils came into the world (1 Tim. 2:14 
2 Cor. 11:3). But Mary was the most 
highly favored woman of all history; 
for through her came the Sin-Bearer, 
the One who would put away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself. 

“| the Lord is with thee: blessed 
art thou among women” (Luke 1:28).— 
Mary was a devout woman. She knew 
what it was to feed upon the Scriptures 
and to commune with her Lord. In 
her song of thanksgiving, she quotes 
from nine Old Testament books! The 
Lord was indeed with her and blessing 
her. 

Extreme views are current regarding 
the blessed virgin, Mary, “one of which 
is utterly wrong,” says Dr. G. C. Mor- 
gan, “while the other is mistaken. The 


first is that of the Roman Church which ~ 
has placed her between humanity and 
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value her, calling her the Mother ot es 
God and praying to her as to a goddess, — 
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the Son of God. - This is idolatry, and 


its effect has been disastrous. 

“The second is that of Protestantism, 
which in a warranted rebound from 
Mariolatry, has forgotten to hold the 
mother of our Lord in the esteem which 


is due to her. Mary was a member of. 


the sinning race, and needed and shared 
in the redemption which was provided 
by her Son; but the honor conferred 
on her was of the highest, and our 
thoughts of her, and our language con- 
cerning her, should at least not lack 
dignity and respect manifested in the 
words of Gabriel.”—Searchlights From 
the Word, (F. H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J., $4.50). 


“And the angel said unto her, Fear 
not, Mary .. .” (Luke 1:30) .—Naturally, 
she would be greatly troubled upon 
seeing and hearing this visitor from 
Heaven. But the celestial guest soon 
put her at ease by assuring her that 
she had found favor with God. 

Then he informed her of the Son she 
should bear, and the name by which 
He should be called—“Jesus!” Too 
many people become so engrossed with 
the mother that they overlook the Son. 

We thank God for the blessed virgin, 
but we need the Great Physician more 
than we need her. Like Mary, we go 
on to acknowledge His deity, by say- 
ing: “My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour!” (vv. 46, 47.) 


“And when they found him not, they 
turned back .. .” (Luke 2:45).—This 
record of the visit to Jerusalem reveals 
the fact that Mary had her faults as 
well as her virtues. She did not know 
that “the child Jesus tarried behind in 
Jerusalem.” She, as well as Joseph, 
started the homeward journey without 
the assurance that the Holy Child was 
with them. They supposed that He was 
in their company, but they were mis- 
taken. 

How like many people today, who 
Suppose that the Lord Jesus is with 
them on their journey. They have al- 
ways assented to the historical facts of 
His birth, life, death, and resurrection; 
but have never laid hold of Him by 
faith. Supposing will not suffice. They 
must turn back, and make sure they 
have put their trust for time and eter- 
nity in Him, and are now able to say 
with assurance, “Thou art with me!” 
(Psa. 23: 4.) 


“I must be about my Father’s busi- 
ness” (Luke 2:49).—When saying, “my 
Father,” He was not referring to Joseph. 
He knew perfectly at that early age 
that Joseph was not His father. He re- 
turned with Joseph and Mary to Naz- 
areth, and was subject to them while 
_ the time of His public min- 


“Woman, behold thy son” (John 19: 
26).—Mary “stood by the cross of Jesus,” 
while others fled. The sword of which 
Simeon spoke (Luke 2:35) penetrated 
deep into her heart. The Lord knew 
all about it and committed her to John, 
the apostle of love. And he took her 
to his own home. 


Wawona, Catir. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
A Mother Who Loved God 
(Luke 2:22-24, 42-51) 

UESS who! I am thinking of some- 

one you might meet when you get 
to Heaven—his ten children were all 
killed in a tornado. (If no one thinks 
of Job from this clue, add others, such 
as: All his great herd of sheep ‘were 
destroyed by fire from a lightning bolt: 
Satan planned all this trouble because 
the man was so good and so rich.) 
When you meet Job in Heaven, I won- 
der what story you might like to ask 
him to tell you. (Different suggestions 
from the class may serve as review of 
the stories of Job last quarter. Any 
important item omitted may be sup- 
plied by the teacher.) 

Now I am thinking of someone else 
whose name begins with J. When you 
meet him in Heaven you may say: “I 
read some of your letter when I lived 
down on earth. I can say by heart 
some of the things you wrote.” Per- 
haps you can even tell him that he 
helped you learn how to get along 
with your troubles! What are some of 
the things you can tell James you 
learned from his letter? (Pupils re- 
view verses or points recalled; the 
teacher may add others.) 

Now I am thinking of a man who 
may be very humble in Heaven, though 
he was great on earth. He was wise; 
he was rich—yes, Solomon! Do you 
suppose it would make him happy in 
Heaven if we were to line up in front 
of him and repeat for him an alphabet 
of proverbs we learned from him? (Re- 
view these, or whatever verses were 
learned.) 

Now I am thinking of a lady, a very 
sweet lady, I am sure—although I sup- 
pose everyone in Heaven is sweet, all 
sin being out of them! Maybe you do 
not recognize her at first when she 
says, “I am James’s mother—the James 
who wrote that letter.” But your faces 
all break out in smiles when she says, 
“I am the mother of your Saviour, the 
mother of the Baby -in the manger, 
the mother of the one who died on the 
cross—you know—my name is - 
I wonder what stories you would ask 
her to tell you about when Jesus was a 
boy. She might say, “Tell me the 
stories you already know about me and 
my son—God’s Son—and then I will 
tell you a new one about Him.” (Be- 
sides the over-all references for this 
lesson, Matthew chapter 2, and 13:55, 
56 supply stories and information about 
Mary.) For the new story, you will 
have to wait till you really get to 
Heaven! John says the Lord Jesus did 
so many things the world could hardly 
hold all the books to tell about them! 
(John 21:25.) 

The class might like to find pictures 








to make a scrapbook that would tell 
the stories about Mary: The Annunci- 
ation; The Holy Family; The Visit of 
the Shepherds; The Presentation in the 
Temple; The Visit of the Wise Men; 
The Flight Into Egypt; The Growing 
Boy in the Home or Shop; The Trip to 
Jerusalem; Jesus’ Parents Finding Him 
in the Temple; Mary at the Cross. 

Why do you suppose God chose Mary 
to be the mother of His Son on earth? 
(In the discussion bring out the matter 
of her descent, “of the house of David” 
[Luke 1:27, 32], and the promise to 
King David [2 Sam. 7:16]. She must 
have been pure and good [Luke 1:28]. 
She must have loved God, for she be- 
lieved Him [v. 45], she obeyed Him 
[v. 38; 2:21] and she praised Him [1: 
46-55]. She devoted her child to God 
[2:22] and took Him to the house of 
God [vv. 41, 42]. God knew she would 
bring the child up right.) 

Has God given you a good mother 
who loves Him, takes you to His house, 
and is trying to bring you up right? 
I hope you treat her as the young Jesus 
did His mother (v. 51). “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all. thy soul, and with 
all thy might” (Deut. 6:5, Memory 
Verse). That will give you a good start, 
too, for you to grow up to be the right 
kind of mothers and fathers for your 
children! 

Orono, MAINE. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR lesson today is about Mary, the 

mother of Jesus. I have asked Bar- 
bara to make believe that she is @ 
Catholic girl who is visiting our class 
this morning. We will call her Cecelia. 
We want to show her why we think so 
highly of Mary, and also why we do 
not pray to her. I have asked Shirley 
to introduce our visitor. 

Smirtey: This is my friend Cecelia. 
She’s spending the week end with me. 
She didn’t want to come to Sunday 
school because she is a Catholic, but I 
begged her to come because I didn’t 
want to be absent, or to come myself 
and leave her. 

TeacHER: We're happy to have you 
with us this morning, Cecelia. I think 
you'll be interested in: our lesson today, 
because it’s about Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. 

CrcetIA: Maybe I shouldn’t stay for 
class. I understand that Protestants be- 
little the Virgin. 

TracHer: I don’t see how any Chris- 
tian could belittle the mother of Jesus. 
The Angel Gabriel said to her, “Blessed 
art thou among women.” Our first 
Scripture is about that. (To class.) 
All of you turn to Luke 1:26. We'll 
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To the one American in four who does not drink, we are 
pleased and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers Hos- 
pitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a week in cash, from 
your first day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as 
you are there, even for life! 

If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our nation’s 
No. 3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart disease 
and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance to infection 
and are naturally sick more often and sick longer than those who 
do not drink. Yet their insurance—UNTIL NOW—cost the same 
as yours. NOW with the Gold Star Plan, your rates are based on 
the SUPERIOR HEALTH RECORDS of Non-Drinkers! Why 
should you help pay for the hospitalization of those who ruin their 
health by drink? Gold Star rewards you instead of penalizing you 
for not drinking! 


IF YOU DON'T DRINK 


PAYS $100 WEEKLY from FIRST DAY fale 
NO WAITING PERIODS! 










—32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows whose turn wil 
be next, whether yours or mine. But we do know that a fall 
the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, or some sudden illnes, 
or operation could put you in the hospital for weeks or mo 
and could cost thousands of dollars. 

How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with costly 
doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many folks lox 
their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk hopelessly in debt 
for the rest of their lives. We surely hope this won’t happen to you, 
but please don’t gamble! Remember, once the doctor tells you itis 
your turn to enter the hospital, it’s too late to buy coverage a 
any price. 


The Gold Star Plan Makes It Easy! 


With a Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization 
you would receive $100 per week in cash, as long as you 
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in the hospital. If your hospital stay is less than one week, you 
still collect at the rate of $14.29 per day. Even if you area 
ready covered by another policy, the Gold Star Plan will supple 
ment that coverage, and will pay you directly, in addition 
your present policy. 


Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most modern 
type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low rate because 
the Gold Star Policy is offered only to non-drinkers. With this policy, 
you receive $100 a week in cash, from the first day and as long as 

















you remain in the hospital! This money is paid you in cash to be costs month Mrs. No 
used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills—anything you wish. f ict wm gpa» qususl'64 or'$40 for Phew ts pete ee 
Your policy cannot be cancelled by the company no matter how Fe siase ty — d — 19. th te is ust $3 f th’s proter time of | 
long you remain in the hospital or how often you are sick. And oF caca € Unees 2, See j pms ‘ 
the present low rate on your policy can never be raised simply pe acaoe adult of age 65 through 100, the premium CH 
because you get old, or have too many claims, but only in the ‘ © Guar 
event of a general rate adjustment up or down for all policyholders! And, remember, with Gold Star, the NO-LIMIT (Only 
: steraca et Plan, there is no limit on how long you can stay in the © Good 
One out of every seven people will spend some time in the NO LIMIT on the number of times you can collect if = 
hospital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the hospital Company can never cancel your policy), and no limit of ag! , hos 
May | 





Christian Leaders say — 


DR. ROBERT G. LEE, former Pastor, Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis, Tenn., and three-time President South- 
ern Baptist Convéntion: 

“After looking over and reading what is said in the Gold 
Star Hospitalization Policy, I must say that it is the most 
unique and unusual and appealing policy I have ever 
heard of. For your part in making known to me this won- 
derful policy and the benefits thereof, I am, and shall be 
as long as I live, most grateful.” 


DR. JOHN R. RICE, nationally-known evangelist: 

“Tt has been my great joy to know Arthur De Moss of 
De Moss Associates for almost nine years. He helped set 
up my revival campaign in Albany, New York, did personal 
work in the campaign. I found him to be a very successful 
insurance man, a trusted and devoted Christian leader in 
his home city. Since that time, we have often had fellow- 
ship. He gives much time to actual evangelism, Gospel 
preaching, and God has greatly used him in soul-winning.” 


DR. LOUIS T. TALBOT, Chancellor, Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles: 

“I am happy unreservedly to commend this unusual insur- 
ance coverage. I secured it for myself as soon as I learned 
of its unique provisions, superior to any otherwise avail- 
able. I have unbounded confidence in the integrity and 
consecrated business ability of my good friend Arthur 
DeMoss with whom I have had happy association for a 
number of years.” 
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Money-Back Guarantee 


We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman will 
call. In the privacy of your own home, read the policy over. 
Examine it carefully. Have it checked by your lawyer, your 
doctor, your Christian friends or some trusted advisor. _ 
Make sure it provides exactly what we've told you it does. 
Then, if for any reason whatsoever you are not fully satis- 
fied, just mail your policy back within ten days, and we'll — 
cheerfully refund your entire premium by return mail, — 
with no questions asked. So, you see, you have everything 
to gain and nothing to lose! , 























be ae el ew fs hve fh ew 





4h 


4 Fill 
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DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, I 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 
AND AFFILIATES 


“Special Protection for Special People” 
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iS IS THE NEW, LOW COST HOSPITAL 
ITECTION YOU ARE ENTITLED TO! 


folE to readers of SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
90 AGE LIMIT! NO SALESMEN! 
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= Read What a Blessing This ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
tect Bee . Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 
aa pro fon Wate n to Others: Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot, sight of one eye. 
Orne thank you very much for Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both eyes, or both hands, or both feet. 
ith costly d Pays double the above amounts (up to $12,000) for specified travel 
— you again.” accidents 
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APPLICATION FOR 768 0661 


Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy 


My name Is 
Street or RD # 
City 
Date of Birth: Month Day 
My occupation is 
My beneficiary is : 

l also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 

NAME AGE 
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Have you or any member above listed been disabled by either accident or iliness or have 

or Lad sseldcal advice ar treetaeee er have Jou ot they bean sévived to have © Surgion! 
operation in the last five years? Yes C) No C] 

If so, give details stating cause, date, name and address of attending physician and whether 
fully recovered 
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unconditional 
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| hereby certify that neither | nor any member above listed uses alcoholic beverages and 
| hereby apply for a policy based on the understanding that the policy applied for does 
not cover conditions originating prior to the date of insurance, and that the policy is 
issued solely and entirely in reliance upon the written answers to the foregoing questions. 


T_ 
MRE'S ALL YOU DO: %, wit 


Fill out application at right. 
Enclose in an envelope with 

your first payment. 
WU Mail to DeMoss Associates, 
c Valley Forge, Pa. 


410 WILL RECEIVE YOUR GOLD STAR POLICY 


i PROMPTLY MAIL THIS 
——————e_ wierisirtin) DE MOSS ASSOCIATES 
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one or more weeks. 


Box FF, Admiral Station 





NEW LIFE RANCH 
YOUTH CAMP and BIBLE CONFERENCE 


in the heart of the Ozarks near Siloam Springs, Ark. 
Boys & Girls from the fourth grade through college years. Register for 


Reasonable rates — Complete program. 
HORSEBACK RIDING e SWIMMING 
CAMPING e RIFLERY e ARCHERY 

FISHING e DELICIOUS FOOD e BIBLE STUDY 
Write for folder to: 
REV. W. B. HECK, DIRECTOR 





Tulsa, Oklahoma 
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read down to verse 33. From these 
verses we learn that Mary was going to 
be given a greater honor than any other 
woman before or since. She was to be 
the mother of Israel’s Messiah, the Sav- 
iour of the world. Why was she to have 
that honor? 

Epwin: It says that she had found 
favor with God. 

TeacHEeR: Exactly right. That state- 
ment tells much about Mary. Let’s 
look up some Scriptures that describe 
qualities that please God. We'll read 
them in the following order: Hebrews 
11:6—faith; Psalm 146:8—righteousness; 
Psalm 561:6—truthfulness; Matthew 5: 
8—heart purity; 2 Corinthians 9:7—gen- 
erosity; Psalm 149:4—meekness; Micah 
6:8—fairness, kindness, humility; Psalm 
69:30, 31—praise. These passages, which 
tell things that find favor with God, let 
us. know something of the character of 
the Virgin Mary. 

Crecetia: If Protestants think Mary so 
wonderful, why don’t they pray to her? 

TEacuHER: That’s a good question. We'll 
answer it before class is over, but we 
have a few more passages to read first. 
The next is Luke 2:41-49. When Mary 
liad temporarily lost Jesus, she did not 
seek Him worrying. She sought Him 
sorrowing. She knew He would do no 
wrong wherever He was, and her faith 
was such that she knew He could‘ not 
die till He had fulfilled the purpose for 
which God sent Him into the world. 
She sorrewed because He was absent, 
and she no doubt remembered old Sim- 
eon’s prophecy, “A sword shall pierce 
through thy own soul also.” 

Ssaron: But Mary made a mistake 
that day, didn’t she? It says she sup- 
posed Jesus was with them, when He 
was not. 


TEACHER: That’s a good point. Al- 


though Mary was a wonderful person, 
she was not infallible. Turn now to 
John 2:5. Who can find the command 
Mary gave in this verse? (“Whatsoever 
he saith unto you, do it.”) Right. The 
only command Mary ever gave that is 
recorded in the Bible is this one—to do 
whatever Jesus says. 
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Grsert: I know that Jesus was God’s 
only begotten Son, but didn’t Mary and 
Joseph ‘have children? 

Sue: Didn’t Mary. and the Lord’s 
brothers once come to speak to Him 
when He was preaching? Doesn’t the 
Bible say, He didn’t stop preaching, or 
something like that? 

TEACHER: You are both right. I wish 
we had time to read all the Scriptures 
about the brothers and sisters of our 
Lord. They are mentioned in Matthew 
12:47, Matthew 13:55, 56 and other 
places. Sue is right, that when Jesus 
was told that His mother and His breth- 
ren were outside waiting to speak to 
Him, instead of immediately going out 
to them, He pointed toward His disciples 
and said, “Behold my mother and my 
brethren!” 

Cecet1a: That sounds as if Jesus didn’t 
honor His mother. 

TEACHER: We read in Luke 2 that He 
was subject to her. But on the oc- 
casion Sue mentioned, Jesus showed 
His audience that spiritual ties are more 
important than those of nature. Now 
we'll read John 19:25-27, which shows 
the tender care Jesus had for His 
mother even when agonizing on the 
cross. 

Our last glimpse of Mary is in Acts 
1:14. Where was she? 

SuHirtEy: At a prayer meeting. 

TEACHER: Were the people at the 
prayer meeting prayjng to her? 

Surrtey: No, she was praying to God, 
with the other disciples. 

TEACHER: Right. There’s nothing in 
God’s Word to suggest that anyone 
should pray to Mary. She was a lovely 
woman and was given the high honor 
of being the mother of our Saviour. 
But she never claimed divine powers 
or asked for special attention for her- 
self. Our Memory Verse today is 1 
Timothy 2:5, “For there is one God, 
and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus.” We can 
approach God only through His Son. 
Jesus said, “No man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me” (John 14:6). Do 
these verses answer your question, Ce- 





celia, about why we dont pray to = 


Mary? 

Crecetia: Yes, you believe that Mary 
was a wonderful woman, but you don’t 
believe she can answer our prayers, 
Still she was the Saviour’s mother. 

Dean: When I get sick, I want the 
doctor, not the doctor’s mother! 

TEACHER: I feel the same way, Dean. 
We hope, Cecelia, that you'll put your 
whole trust in the Saviour, not in His 
mother, even though she was “blessed 
among women.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 485) 

1. Jesus had a human mother but no 
human father. 

2. Isaiah (7:14). 

3. The family of David. 

4. She yielded to the Lord’s will (see 
Luke 1:38). 

5. She rejoiced that God was her 
Saviour (see Luke 1:47). 

6. “Whatsoever he saith unto you, 
do it” (John 2:5). 

7. Those who do the will of God 
(see Matt. 12:50). 

8. He provided for her physical well- 
being (see John 19: 25-27). 

9. At a prayer meeting 
1:14). 

10. Mariolatry is the adoration of 
Mary. Scripture forbids worship of any 
but God (see Matt. 4:10). 

NorTH PaLM BEACH, FLA. 
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Difficult Sign.—Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel (Isa. 7:14). The 
Lord told Ahaz to ask for a sign. He 
told him to make it as difficult as he 
could, “either in the depths or in the 
heights above” (Isa. 7:11). What 4a 
wonderful experience Ahaz missed 
when he refused the offer! He could 
have asked the moon to increase its 
speed a hundredfold, and it would have 
whirled around the earth like a stone 
from David’s sling; or he could have 
asked the earth beneath him to open 
its mouth, and immediately his startled 
eyes would have been gazing upon the 
seething mass of the earth’s molten in- 
terior. But when he refused to ask 


for the sign, God gave one to the house ~ 
of David. The hardest sign that God 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








~ 
ae 
Re 


PQaBESrAabe 








onwnrrewdd’vdada amneneoeod%& 0 = = 


ao 








ey June 17, 1961 (Lesson for July 2) 


could give was not in the heights above 


nor the depths beneath, but for a vir- 
gin to conceive and bear a son. It was 
truly a biological impossibility for our 
Lord to be virgin born, but according 
to Luke 1:35 the Holy Spirit did the 
impossible and Mary became the 
mother of our Lord—From “The Vir- 
gin Birth” by R. I. Humberd. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Different Approach.—Blessed art thou 
among women (Luke 1:28). A Hindu 
woman said to a missionary, “Surely 
your Bible was written by a woman.” 
“Why?” “Because it says so many kind 
things for women. Our pundits never 
refer to us but in reproach.”—From 
Bishop Hall, quoted in “Spurgeon’s Ser- 
mon Notes.” Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Mother’s Greatest Gift—And the 
angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: 
for thou hast found favour with God 
(Luke 1:30). Many years ago, in the 
Highlands of Scotland, an old lady near- 
ing life’s close asked to see her minister. 
When the good man came, she said to 
him, “I sent for ye, Sir, to thank you 
again for what ye said to me yon day 
when I was feeling so useless, and so 
feart I would never be able to offer 
the Blessed One, anything, for His great 
love to such a worthless one as I ken 
myself to be.” 

The minister’s memory went back a 
few years. Mary had come to him to 
ask the way to be saved, and fast her 
tears flowed, as she said she wasn’t 
worthy even to do anything for the 
Saviour, but she would like in her hum- 
ble way to do something for Him. 
“Mary,” said the man of God, “the 
greatest thing you can do for Christ is 
to love Him.” And that is just what 
Mary did; she brought up her children 
in the fear of the Lord. And one of 
them was now at her bedside. Hearing 
her mother talk to the minister, she 
said, “Oh, Mother, if only I could make 
you see what you did for all of us. 
Just watching you Mother, made me 
want to be a Christian when I was a 
wee bairn.” 

And the minister said, as he told the 
incident to his congregation, “May God 
Taise us up many mothers like Mary, 
who amidst the hardship and poverty, 
that was her lot in life, loved the Lord 
so much that each of her children were 
brought into the Kingdom through their 
mother’s godly life.’ From a radio 
sermon. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Scar- 
borough, Ont., Can. 


Take the Children—Now his parents 
went to Jerusalem every year at the 
feast of the passover (Luke 2:41). Mary 
and Joseph taking the child with them 
Teminds me of an incident that took 
Place after a family had been reading 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. One of 


the children asked the mother which 
of the characters she liked best. She 
replied, “Christian, of course; he is the 
hero of the story.” But the lad replied, 
‘I like Christiana best because when 
Christian set out on his pilgrimage, he 
went alone; but when Christiana started, 


she took her children with her.” We 
take our children with us not only 
when we travel, but in our example 
and conduct as well. We can take 
them with us into Bible truth and into 
Christian living if we will—From Bible 
Expositor and Illuminator. Sent by 


the Rev. W..P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Thousands in One.—When he was 
twelve years old (Luke 2:42). You 
can count the apples on a tree, but who 
can count the trees in an apple? A 
minister was once seen to be greatly 
depressed, and was asked why he was 
so low-spirited. “I have been looking 
over the account of the church for the 
last year,” he said, “and I find I have 
only received one member into its fel- 
lowship.” “That is certainly rather dis- 
couraging,” said his questioner, “What 
is the name of that one member?” 
“Oh,” replied the minister, “he was only 
a young boy gardener, named Robert 
Moffat.” Only one added to the church 
in one year! But what an addition! 
In Robert Moffat there were all the 
souls he won during his epochal mis- 
sionary work in South Africa. A tree 
with only one apple on it, but how 
numerous the trees in that one apple!— 
From the Methodist Recorder. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn 
Bay, N. Wales, Eng. 


Only Human.—Thy father and I have 
sought thee sorrowing (Luke 2:48). A 
cardinal definition of sin is missing the 
mark.. That being so, Joseph and Mary 
sinned on this occasion in allowing the 
details and interests of the return trip 
from. Jerusalem to engross them so com- 
pletely that they did not know the 
whereabouts of the Lord Jesus. His 
reply to her question: “Why hast thou 
thus dealt with us?” must be considered 
as at least a gentle rebuke. When she 
said, “Thy father and I,” He said, “Wist 
ye not that I must be about my Father’s 
business?” He knew, even at that ten- 
der age, that Jehovah, not Joseph, was 
His Father. The multitudes of mothers 
throughout the world who are being 
taught by Rome to hang medallions on 
their children and to confide them to 
Mary’s care should seriously consider 
this incident. If she could not take 
care of the Holy Child on a journey 
from Jerusalem to Nazareth, what en- 
couragement have they for believing 
she can take care of millions of children 
on the journey from time into eternity! 
They do well to recall that it was the 
Son, not Mary, who said, “Suffer the 


‘little children to come unto me.”—From 


Tom M. Olson in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


Poor Choice.—And he said unto them, 
How is it that ye sought me? wist ye 
not that I must be about my Father’s 
business? (Luke 2:49.) Many prayers 
are concerned with trifles. We say we 
believe in a great God, but we con- 
tinue to ask for small gifts. A story 
about an 1l-year-old boy’s request il- 
lustrates the situation. His parents 
were entertaining as a house guest an 
executive of a famous mail-order com- 
pany. The man developed a great fond- 
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ness for the boy. As the merchant’s 
visit neared its end he handed the lad 
a copy of the firm’s huge catalogue and 
said, “I want to make you a present of 
something you would really like. If 
I picked it out I might make a mistake, 
so I’m asking you to choose. Go 
through this catalogue and select any- 
thing you want. Tell me your choice 
tomorrow and it will come as quickly 
as the mails can deliver it.” The next 
morning the boy announced his choice: 
a box of 500 soda straws! Before we 
laugh too heartily, suppose we “play 
back” some of our recent prayers. With 
all the gifts of God to choose from, 
what did we really ask for? How 
largely do we ask from God? How 
great are the gifts we seek? If we had 
our choice, of all the great gifts God 
could give, what would we ask for? 
How small the soda straws seem, when 
we stand at the foot of the cross upon 
which our Lord died!—From Together. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


He is not wanting great men, but He 
is wanting men who will dare to prove 
the greatness of their God. But God! 
But prayer!—A. B. Simpson. 
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The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 2 
1. Power and Nations 
(Col. 1:16-18; Rom. 13:1, 2) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE celebration of our nation’s birth- 

day affords an opportunity, on the 
Sunday before and the Sunday after, 
to think seriously about how and why 
nations become powerful and what con- 
tributes to their decay and downfall. 
This week the emphasis will be upon 
God’s part in the rise and destiny of 
nations, and what is our part in keep- 
ing our nation in the place where God 
can use it and bless it. 


we 

Many of us would like to think that 
the United States of America has be- 
come great through our own efforts and 
ingenuity, and that we have some in- 
herent right to a place of power and 
leadership among the nations of the 
world. It comes as quite a shock to 
learn that another nation can outstrip 
us in the launching of a satellite or in 
getting a man into space. We shake 
our heads unbelievingly when athletes 
of any other nation excel in Olympic 
events. We have become so accustomed 
to the victories of our armed forces and 
the might of our army and navy that 
we can scarcely take seriously a chal- 
lenge from another power. 


Me 


Yet God’s Word shows us clearly that 
it is not man’s ability and skill and 
wisdom that cause nations to rise 
and endure, but God’s will and ena- 
bling. The Lord “is the governor among 
the nations,” says the Psalmist (Psa. 
22:28), and “there is no power but of 
God: the powers that be are ordained 
of God” (Rom. 13:1). “Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the Lord; and the 
people whom he hath chosen for his 
own inheritance” (Psa. 33:12). 


b 4 
That God uses the nations for His 
own righteous purposes is_ evident. 
When He called Abram and told him 
that He would make of him a great 
nation, He revealed that His purpose 
was to bless all the nations of the 
earth, We know how He did this by 
preserving and disseminating the knowl- 
edge of the true God through the He- 
brew nation and eventually by the birth 
of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 
world. 
b 


Even nations that do not worship God 
may sometimes in His divine wisdom be 


used by God. He used the great Egyp- 
tian nation to shelter the family of 
Jacob until it could multiply and grow 
strong and be made ready to occupy 
the land He had promised Abram (Rom. 
9: 15-17; Exod. 9:16). Then when Egypt 
refused to let the Israelites leave, God 
broke her power and delivered His peo- 
ple. 
we 


At times God has used nations to 
judge other nations. Israel was in- 
structed to destroy and drive out the 
Canaanite nations because of their idol- 
atry and wickedness. In turn, when 
Israel disobeyed God’s Law and turned 
to idols, God used the Assyrians and 
Babylonians to chasten Israel, and to 
take her people captive. Then when 
in His purposes the time came to re- 
turn Israel to her land, God stirred up 
a Persian king to bring this about (2 
Chron. 36: 22, 23). 


se 


God has given to the United States 
of America a marvelous opportunity 
to be a witness among the nations of 
the world and an example of what He 
can do for any people that will serve 
and honor Him. He has provided her 
with almost unparalleled natural re- 
sources. He has given her freedom of 
worship, freedom of speech and of press 
and great educational opportunities and 
great wealth. But what do the other 
nations see as they look at America 
today? Do they see a people “whose 
God is the Lord,” or do they see a 
people whose God is money, or pleas- 
ure, or greed, or lawlessness? Are our 
endless investigations of bribery and 
political corruption, our lurid movies 
and indecent literature and our self- 
indulgence catching the eye of the 
world, rather than our integrity and 
righteousness and our desire to honor 
and obey God? 


The answer begins with each of us. 
What am I doing with the Lord’s Day? 
How earnestly and persistently do I 
seek God’s will for my life? What am 
I doing to make Him known to others? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


What Love Will Do 
(Continued from page 479) 


duct of the father and mother of the 
child. They will sometimes even ask 
for details of the grandparents. They 
are anxious to avoid all mistakes in 
their choice of a child. God knew what 
our antecedents were when He chose us. 
He knew that we had descended from 
Adam, who had rebelled against Him 
in spite of the fact that he had lived 
under conditions that were most favor- 
able to obedience and holiness. 

Human love usually depends on the 
attractiveness of the one who is loved. 
Those who adopt a child are often in- 
fluenced by the good looks or healthy 


condition of the child. God does not 
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look for wisdom or nobility in us before 
He loves us. He does not reckon us 
according to merit or achievement. It 
is all of grace. This is essential, for 
there was nothing in us to draw forth 
the love of God. He loved us in spite 
of what we were. Apart from there 
being anything in us to inspire that 
love, all that marked our lives would 
repel love in anyone but God. He loves 
us because of what He is, not because 
of what we are. 


Then John points out that it is a 
transforming love. “We know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is” (1 
John 3:2). At the present moment 
we bear many of the marks borne by 
those around us. But the purpose of 
God is not to leave us aS we are now. 
“We shall all be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump” (1 Cor. 15:51, 52). 


Many years ago a brilliant civil engi- 
neer was asked to design and to build a 
great bridge across a river. While the 
bridge was being built, the architect 
was stricken with paralysis. Some 
years later, when at last the work was 
completed, he was taken in a wheel chair 
to see the bridge he had designed. As 
he looked at the gigantic structure, his 
eyes filled with tears, and he exclaimed, 
“It is just like the plan!” God created 
Adam after His own image. But sin 
came in and the image was defaced. 
God then set about restoring the image: 
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the im- 
age of his Son” (Rom. 8:29). The plan 
has been formulated. At the present 
moment the work is in progress. When 
Christ returns the work will be com- 
plete. Then Christ “shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body” (Phil. 3:21). 
We shall be transformed and be like 
Him. And this change is not far off. 
C. H. Spurgeon once wrote his friend, 
Andrew Bonar, for his picture and auto- 
graph. Bonar replied: “I will do as 
you request; but if you had been willing 
to wait a short season, you could have 
had a better likeness, for I shall be like 
Him. I shall soon see Him as He is.” 

Again, as John points out, this is a 
purifying love. “Every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even 
as he is pure” (1 John 3:3). Christ 
knows nothing but absolute purity. 
This is not a negative purity, but “a 
positive chaste purity, the whiteness of 
virgin thoughts and an uncontami- 
nated mind ... [It is] not the mere ab- 
sence of corrupt passion, a deliverance 
from baseness of desire and feéling, but 
Tepugnance thereto, a moral incompati- 
bility with any foulness, a spirit that 
Tesents the touch and breath of evil” 
(G. G. Findlay). 

We are to keep ourselves “unspotted 
from the world.” As we turn our eyes 
to Heaven to look for our returning 
Lord, that divine love is gradually pro- 
ducing more and more of the image of 
Christ in us. And that means increas- 
ing purity. 

Alas! so much of what goes under the 
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“The most solid source of knowledge is the 
Word of God. The most satisfying 
study is the effort to learn the precise 
meaning of God’s Word. The most worth- 
while activity is to show men how they 
may be saved and how they may grow 
into the image of Christ.” These thoughts 
from Dr. Allan A. MacRae, president 
of Faith Seminary, show graphically the 
dependence of the Seminary, from president 
to student, on the Word of God. Dr. 
MacRae, Th.B., Ph.D., F.R.G.S., a mem- 
ber of the Scofield Reference Bible Revision 
Committee is dedicated to training min- 
isters obedient to the Word; able to preach 
the Gospel of Christ and earnestly con- 
tend for the faith “once delivered unto 
the saints .. .” He says “We can trust the 
Bible, for God has given it to us as our 
only infallible rule of faith and practice. 
Since God,. Who inspired the Bible, is also 
the Creator of the universe, and the 
Controller of history, we can depend upon 
whatever statements the Bible makes in any 
field of thought.” At Faith Seminary, 
Dr. MacRae is the stimulating influence 
in the development of 20th Century Re- 
formers. 
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Seminary—Dr. Allan A. MacRae, 
president; Dr. Carl McIntire, 
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name of love today corrupts rather 
than purifies. It may be the love that 
one person has for one of the opposite 
sex, or it may be the love of personal 
gain, but when that love is seen in ac- 
tion the results are anything but whole- 
some. Here is a love that is as holy in 
its influence as the One who shows it. 
From such a. love as John speaks of, 
great practical results must follow. In 
relation to the world there is a lack of 
understanding. Because we are sons of 
God, “therefore the world knoweth us 


not.” The world does not grasp the 
magnitude of our privileges. It does 
not understand us. It appreciates 


neither our motives nor our character. 
Those around us are shocked that we 
prefer worshiping God in church on a 
summer Sunday to visiting relatives or 
friends or to going to the seaside. They 
are amazed that we should prefer the 
prayer meeting to the cinema. They 
are baffled that we should give our 
money to the support of Christian work 
instead of spending it on ourselves. 
They cannot understand our way of 
life. 

This is not surprising, since the world 
did not know Him either. Jesus came 
into this world, “unto his own, and his 
own received him not” (John 1:11). 
Filled with sorrow, Jesus later says to 
the Jews: “I am come in my Father’s 
name, and ye receive me not” (John 5: 
43). As He neared Jerusalem for the 
last time, He sobbed out: “O Jerusa- 
lem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not!” (Matt. 23: 
37.) ‘The world failed to grasp the 
meaning of His mission because ‘this 
mission was spiritual and not material. 
It did not understand His regal dignity 
or His Godlike virtue, for they were not 
valued by the world. 

Because they do not understand us 
they criticize and misrepresent us. It 
has always been so. In the days of the 
early church, unbelievers could not un- 
derstand the principles that governed 
the lives of Christians. They therefore 
accused them of immorality and mur- 
der. 

The other side of the picture is much 
happier. We have a grand assurance 
of the future. Men today often frighten 
one another with the serious possibilities 
of nuclear war and poison gas. What- 
ever God may permit in the future, our 
eyes need not be on the terrors that 
could come from evil men, but on the 
God who controls the future. We know 
that “He holds the whole wide world in 
His hand,” and that our future is safe 


with Him. He is working to a plan and 


one day the work will be complete. If 
the final crash comes and there is a 
shattering convulsion, it is all right with 
us. Our refuge is in the love of God. 
Many questions may arise in our 
hearts about the future. Thy are all 
hushed as we realize that what is before 
us is a perfect conformity to our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Our future 
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prospects are good. They are bound up 
with the unfailing, amazing, unique, 
gratuitous, transforming, and purifying 
love of God. 

It is not surprising that John directs 
our attention to this unparalleled love 
of God. We are glad that he did so. 
While such a love is unfathomable, we 
nevertheless rejoice in it and thank 
God for what it is working out in our 
lives at this present moment. With the 
Psalmist we would say to the Lord: “I 
shall be satisfied, when I awake, with 
thy likeness” (Psa. 17:15). 
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Our Father 
(Continued from page 478) 


“It would, because it would be a 
prayer based on pride,” replied Miss 
MacDonald. “We should want to do 
well in school, we should try always 
to do our best, and we should pray 
that God will help us to do our best. 
But if we want to beat everybody else 
all the time, just so that we can always 
be top pupil, that is a prayer both of 
pride and selfishness. We need not ex- 
pect God to honor a prayer like that. 

“But what about praying for help in 
schoolwork? Is that a right kind of 
prayer at any time?” 

The children thought it over. Some 
of them nodded, and a few of them be- 
gan to shake their heads. 

“You’re shaking your head, David,” 
Miss MacDonald said. “Why?” 

“Well, I don’t think you should ask 
God to do what you’re supposed to do 
yourself,” answered David. “You’re 
supposed to do your work. If you do, 
you won’t need God to help you. [If 
you don’t, you don’t deserve His help.” 

“How many agree?” inquired the 
teacher. 

The class seemed divided in its opin- 
ion. Not too many children were really 
sure what they thought. 

“Let’s think of it this way,” suggested 
Miss MacDonald. “David is partly 
right. We are supposed to work hard 
in school, and if we don’t, we have no 
business asking God to help us to do 
well on tests. But suppose we do work 
hard; is it all right to ask Him then?” 

The children nodded at once. 

“Sometimes you really have worked 
hard, and know your work, and then 
when the test comes, suddenly you get 
scared and forget everything,” said 
Kathy. “If you ask God to keep you 
from getting scared, and to help you 
remember, that’s all right, isn’t it?” 

“Indeed it is, Kathy,” replied Miss 
MacDonald. “It is not only all right, 
it is what God wants us to do. When 
we have done all we can about a certain 
problem, we still need God to help us; 
and it is then that we have every right 
to ask Him to help us, and to believe 
that He will. 

“For instance, it is no use asking 
Him for our daily bread if we are too 
lazy to work. He expects us to do all 
that we can to provide for our own 
needs. But what about asking Him to 


replied the teacher. 


give us good health, so that we can 


work well? Even when we take the 
best care of ourselves that we can, we 
can’t always govern our health; sick- 
ness and accident come to the best of 
us. We can ask God to do for us 
those things that we are unable to do 
for ourselves, and we can expect Him 
to answer such prayers.” 

“But sometimes you get sick any- 
way,” objected Dale. “My daddy was 
sick for three months last winter.” 

“That brings us to a most important 
point in this discussion,” replied Miss 
MacDonald. “I think we are coming 
to see that God will answer our prayers 
if they are right prayers—prayers ac- 
cording to His will. In fact, I think it 
is quite safe to say that God will always 
answer our prayers if they are prayers 
according to His will. But then, what 
about a problem like that Dale has just 
brought up?” 

“Sometimes we don’t really know 
what His will is,” suggested Mary. “We 
might think it is His will that we 
should be healthy, but it really is His 
will that we should be sick. Is that it?” 

“In a way, yes,” answered Miss Mac- 
Donald. “In our Bible stories, both 
those from the Old Testament and the 
New Testament, strange and sometimes 
terrible things often happened to God’s 
finest people. They prayed for deliv- 
erance, and trusted God to send it, and 
deliverance did not come. Did that 
mean that their prayers were wrong?” 

“I think it meant that, while they 
thought that deliverance was in God’s 
will, it really wasn’t, and so it didn’t 
come,” replied Anne, slowly. “Their 
prayers weren’t really wrong, though.” 

“When the Lord Jesus prayed in the 
Garden of Gethsemane,” went on Miss 
MacDonald, “what was 
prayed three times over?” 

“He asked God to save Him from the 
cross,” replied Robbie, “But then He 
said each time, ‘Not my will, but thine, 
be done.’ ” 

“And that is the way we must pray, 
too,” said Miss MacDonald. 
fectly right to pray for deliverance 
from troubles, but we must always add 
that second prayer, ‘Not my will, but 
thine, be done.’ We think we know 
what God’s will is, but we don’t always 
know. We must be willing to pray for 
what we think we need, but trust God 
to send us what we really need. He is 
the only one who really knows what is 
best for us.” 

“But why should it be best for us to 
send us trouble?” puzzled Debbie. 

“Only God can answer that, Debbie,” 
“But thousands 
and hundreds of thousands of God’s 
saints could tell you, if they were here, 
that when trouble came to them, it 
turned out to be a blessing in disguise. 
Our ways are not the same as God’s 
ways, and our little human minds can't 
understand all His ways. Yet thou- 
sands can testify that when they ac- 
cepted some trouble or sickness as being 
sent them by God Himself, they learned 
to thank Him for it, because it brought 
so much spiritual blessing into theif 
lives.” 
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“It’s as if God always answers prayers 
that are according to His will,” said 
Elizabeth, “but sometimes the answer is 
‘No,’ not ‘Yes.’” 

“That’s it exactly, Elizabeth,” nodded 
Miss MacDonald. “Every true prayer 
is heard, and is answered according to 
God’s perfect will, which is not always 
easy for our human minds to under- 
stand. But think of it this way. How 
many of you have a baby or a young 
child at home?” 

A dozen hands went up all over the 
room. 

“When Baby wants to eat the choco- 
late cake and ice cream that you and 
your friends are having at your birth- 
day party, Mother often refuses to let 
her have any. Why? Is it because 
she doesn’t love the baby as much as 
she loves you?” 

The children shook their heads, smil- 
ing. 
“No, of course not,” returned Vir- 
ginia. “She knows that the baby isn’t 
old enough to digest that kind of food 
yet. It wouldn’t be good for her.” 

“And that’s just why God denies us 
some of the things we pray for,” re- 
sponded Miss MacDonald. “We are like 
the baby. We want something, and it 
looks good, and we can’t understand why 
God doesn’t give it to us. We are too 
human, too young, too small, as it were, 
to understand that although that thing 
seems most desirable, yet it isn’t really 
in our own best interests to have it. 
Mother doesn’t refuse to feed Baby too 
rich food, or to let her play with 
matches or razor blades, or to stay up 
till midnight all the time, because she 
doesn’t love her, but because she does. 
She knows what is best for Baby, and 
she refuses her some things because she 
loves her, and wants her to have only 
the best. And Baby, and all you chil- 
dren, must learn to trust Mother and 
Dad when they make decisions that 
seem hard to you to understand. They 
know so much more than you, and love 
you so dearly, that they often deny 
you things, and make you keep certain 
Tules, because they know that it is in 
your own highest interests.” 

“And God knows more than Mother 
and Dad,” said Megan. 

“Far, far, more; and loves us even 
more dearly,” agreed Miss MacDonald. 
“So when we pray for things, and God 
denies them to us, we must trust His 
love and wisdom, just as we trust our 
parents. He wants only our highest, 
heavenly good; and if we trust Him, 
and truly seek always ta do His will, 
He will see that we get it. 

“Now let’s look at it the other way: 
why does He let troubles and disap- 
Pointments come to us? Think of Baby 
again; does Mother ever feed her some- 
thing she doesn’t like?” 

“Carrots!” cried Virginia. “Our baby 
hates carrots, but Mother mashes them 
up with her potatoes, and gets them 
down her that way.” 

“Suppose she were ill, and the doctor 
Came and left some bad-tasting medi- 
cine. Would Mother refuse to feed it 
to Baby, if she really loved her?” 


“She’d make her take it, even if she 
cried, because she would want her to 
get well,” said Megan. 

“Because she knew what was really 
best for the baby was just this par- 
ticular bad-tasting medicine,” nodded 
Miss MacDonald. “And so it is with 


God. He sends us only what is best for . 


us, but sometimes it may seem to us to 
be hard to understand and sometimes 
hard to: take. We are like Baby, and 
may feel that He doesn’t love us be- 
cause He sends us, or allows to come to 
us, some sickness or trouble.” 

“And all the time He is just trying 
to help us,” said Kathy. 

“Exactly!” returned Miss MacDonald. 
“And here’s something to know, too. 
If we trust Him, this kind of trouble 
cannot harm us. Think of Baby again. 
If she’s not sick, and finds some medi- 
cine, and takes it, is likely to do her 
good?” 

“Oh, no,” exclaimed the children, 
shaking their heads. “It may harm her. 
It might even kill her!” 

“But when the doctor gives the same 
thing, at a certain time, and Mother 
obeys his instructions, it does her good,” 
nodded the teacher. “And trouble is 
something like that. It is not a good 
thing in itself; but when God sends it 
to us, and we look up in love and trust 
and take it as from Him, and ask Him 
to bless it to us, it can’t hurt us. It 
can only do us good. 

“So now let’s see what we have 
learned about answers to prayer!” she 
concluded. “Bill, will you tell us?” 

“God will answer all our prayers if 
they are right prayers,” replied Bill. 
“That is, if they are prayers according 
to His will. He won’t answer if we 
have sin in our heart on purpose, or if 
our prayers are selfish, or lazy, or 
proud, or wrong.” 

“Good, Bill,” commented Miss Mac- 
Donald. “Anything else?” 

But Christopher answered first. 

“He always answers our prayers if 
we pray aright,” he said, “but some- 
times He says ‘No’ to our request be- 
cause He knows that they are not in 
our own best interests. And sometimes 
He lets some trouble come to us, and 
even though we pray aright, it does 
not go away for a while.” 

“And then what must we do?” 
prompted the teacher. 

“We must just say, ‘Not my will, but 
thine, be done,’” replied Chris. “In 
fact, we must say that to all our 
prayers.” 

“And as we learn to pray aright, and 
to accept all our answers or refusals 
with that prayer in our hearts, we are 
learning to live in fellowship with 
God,” finished Miss MacDonald. “And 
to live in fellowship with God is the 
highest blessing that we can know on 
earth, and it leads to a life of perfect 
blessedness both in this world, and in 
the world to come.” 





Our Father in Heaven, we thank Thee 
that Thy way is perfect, and that Thou 
dost see the end from the beginning, and 
dost know what is really best for Thy. 


children, and dost answer their prayers 
accordingly. We ask Thee to teach us 
to pray aright, with no sin or pride or 
greed in our hearts, but always with 
the prayer, ‘Not my will, but thine, be 
done.’ We ask Thee to teach us to. live 
in such unbroken fellowship with Thee 
each day that we may know that all 
our prayers are answered for our high- 


est, heavenly good; and we may live in = 


perfect blessedness both here on earth, 
and then in Thy holy presence for- 
ever. We ask these things in Jesus’ 
name. Amen, 
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Follow-Up Work 
(Continued from page 483) 


writer discovered while conversing with 
an eight-year- and a ten-year-old with 
their skates over their shoulders, on the 
way first to their half-hour prayer 
meeting then to the rink. 

Now that we have surveyed the de- 
sire of the Lord that the child be 
nurtured, the value to the church, and 
the possibilities in the child, let us 
apply these things to our evangelistic 
effort. In the carrying out of the chil- 
dren’s crusade mentioned in former ar- 
ticles, the names of all converts have of 
course been deleted. A large percent- 
age of these will be found to belong to 
the Sunday school, so follow-up can 


dent baptisms will soon follow. 

It is unfortunate and entirely un- 
scriptural that some churches will not 
receive young children into church 
membership, mainly due to the neces- 
sity of preventing immature minds vot- 
ing. At least one denomination solves 
this problem by having a junior mem- 
bership, which allows a child to be a 
member-without-vote until a 
age. If pastors could realize it is 
damaging to their church to 
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him for admittance to the church, 
with various excuses he put 

She kept coming until he 
plainly she was too young. 
knew her pastor well she put 
on his shoulder and wept. 
tenderly lifted up her eyes 
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sobbed, “Dr. Cox, Jesus would not treat 
me so! He says, ‘Suffer little children 
to come unto me.’” The pastor at once 
exclaimed, “Away with all these rules 
that conflict with Christ’s Word!” 
Would to God more pastors were as 
wise! 

Lest some pastors think there is too 
much danger in taking into the church 
those of tender years, I quote from C. 
H. Spurgeon: “I have, during the last 
year, received forty or fifty children 
into church membership. Among those 
I have had at any time to exclude 
from the church of twenty-seven hun- 
dred members, I have never had to 
exclude a single one who was received 
whilst yet a child. Teachers and su- 
perintendents should not merely believe 
in the possibility of early conversion, 
but in the frequency of it.” Such will 
be the experience in America today of 
the wise pastor or Christian leader who 
realizes the great commission includes 
the child and who will “take heed not 
to despise one of these little ones.” 
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Journey to Alaska for Your 
1961 Summer Vacation 


HERE are few more delightful 
warm-weather vacations than a 
steamer trip through the Inland Waters 
of British Columbia and southeastern 
Alaska. The scenery is magnificent, and 
the peaceful cruise for eight days is an 
experience one will always treasure. 
You are sure to enjoy the fellowship 
of other Christians in the party, and 
the spiritual food obtained as the party 
will meet’ for prayer and Bible study 
before breakfast each morning on board 
ship. Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, one of the 
directors of the Trves, will lead the 
meetings. During the past two decades 
many readers of THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Tomes and their friends have joined 
hands and hearts in the remarkable 
fellowship of these cruises, and many 
lasting friendships have been made. 

The Canadian Pacific’s S. S. Princess 
Louise is a fine ship, equipped with 
every comfort. Excellent food is served 
at all meals. All of this, with the lei- 
sure and relaxation of the trip, affords 
a most beneficial vacation time. Some 
may enjoy playing deck shuffleboard as 
they sail through the calm _ waters 
and between snow-capped mountains. 

Other places of interest will be seen 
and comprehensive sight-seeing tours 
are planned for each area. Among the 
cities are Portland, Oreg.; Seattle, Wash.; 
Vancouver and Victoria in British Co- 
lumbia. Mt. Rainier, Lake Louise, Em- 
erald Lake and Banff will be seen with 
overnight stays of one to three nights at 
most of them. 

An illustrated folder, giving all de- 
tails and costs will be mailed to all 
who will send a card to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
Pa. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will be ‘with 
the tour throughout. 
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Daily Bible on the International 
Lessons, issued the International 
Sunday School Committee. 


June 26 to July 2 


Mon.—Matthew 1:18-25. 
A Woman of God’s Choosing. 


Four things are worthy of special note 
in this beautiful passage. (1) The vir- 
gin birth of Christ. The Holy Ghost, 
that is, God, was His Father. (2) The 
righteousness of Joseph. He did not 
act hastily; he was very kind to Mary; 
he trusted and obeyed God. (3) The 
purpose of Christ’s coming. He came to 
save us from our sins and to be “God 
with us.” He saves us not only from 
the penalty of sin but from the power 
of sin here and now. (4) The fulfill- 
ment of prophecy. Matthew quotes part 
of Isaiah 7:14 to prove the virgin birth. 


Tues.—Luke 1:46-55. Mary’s Song. 
There is comfort and instruction tor 
us in this lovely song. “Magnify” means 
to give glory to‘'and praise God. Notice 
that Mary speaks of “God my Saviour,” 
showing that she was not sinless, but 
needed a Saviour. She was grateful 
for what He had done for her, but also 
reminds us that He is merciful to all 
who fear Him. “He hath filled the 
hungry with good things.” Has He 
done this for you? Are you satisfied 
in Him today? The Psalmist invites 
us: “O taste and see that the Lord is 
good ... they that seek the Lord shall 
not want any good thing” (Psa. 34:8, 


10). 


Wed.—Luke 2:41-51. Parental Concern. 

Joseph and Mary were faithful in ob- 
serving the Passover, which marked the 
deliverance of Israel from Egypt. They 
set a good example by taking Jesus 
with them. When He seemed to be lost, 
they tried hard to find Him, and Mary 
rebuked Him mildly. They trained 
Him well at Nazareth, for He “was sub- 
ject unto them”; and His mother re- 
membered what He said. The Lord 
Jesus was obedient and respectful to 
them, but knew that the time was com- 
ing when He would have to put God’s 
work first. When Mary rebuked Him, 
He did not resent it and gave her a 
respectful answer. One great mistake 
many young parents make is in not 
beginning early enough to train their 
children to obey them and God. 


Thurs.—Acts 1:12-14. 
Prayer With the Disciples. 
It is not a long walk from the Mount 
of Olives into Jerusalem. The Law did 
not allow Jews to: walk far on the Sab- 
bath. Note that eleven disciples took 
part in this prayer meeting. Several 
others were there, too. Isn’t it good 
that they “continued with one accord 
in prayer and supplication”? Here is 
persistence, unity, and really earnest 
prayer. Christ had said, “Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, 
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there am I in the midst of them” (Matt. op 


18: 20). So these were the conditions 
in that upper room. By being upstairs 
the disciples got q little more privacy 
and» quiet than on the first floor. This 
is insportant for prayer times. 


Fri—Proverbs 31:10-20. 
A Mother’s Willing Hands. 

God can “find a virtuous woman” for 
a man, if he will pray for one and wait 
upon God. The writer has put his wife’s 
initials beside verse 10 in his Bible. 
Rubies are about the rarest and- most 
precious stones. See how many 
are said here about @ good woman and 
what she does. What wonderful things 
a godly. miother’s hands are: sewing lit- 
tle and big clothes, soothing bumped 
foreheads and shins, cooling feverish 
hands and.ifaces, putting on Band-aids; 
comforting children and husbands; 
shopping, peeling potatoes, cooking, 
Ranging up clothes on the line; wel- 
Coming friends in the home; writing, 
sometimes playing the piano, and often 
driving cars today. When they are 
yielded to God they do untold good, 
but God will not forget what they have 
done and will reward them. 


Sat.—Proverbs 31:21-31. : 
A Mother’s Faith. 


All that is said about a godly woman 


in this chapter describes her as. indus- 
trious and efficient. Those women who 


speak the truest wisdom and whose 


tongues are the kindest are those who 
are redeemed by Christ, who put 

first in the home, and who study His 
Word continually. Verse 30 gives the 
secret of a really successful mother and 
housewife: she is “a woman that feareth 
the Lord.” The writer of this chapter 
says, “Let her own works praise her 
in the gates,” that is, the gathering 
place of the leading men of the town. 
She obeys the second chapter of James 


and shows her faith by her works. 


Sun.—Psalm 118:21-29. 


“This Is the Lord’s Detail 
It is well for us to realize that God 


Himself is our salvation; it does not 
exist apart from Him. We must be 
united to Him through Christ. Verse 
Sos Secoad oar t FO 
New Testament, as in 1 Peter 2:4, 

Christians ought to ask God for rel 
to say of any day, and Sun- 
day, what is said in Psalm 118:24. Part- 
of verse 26 was quoted at the Triumphal 


Entry, as in Matthew 21:9. When we 


offer anything to God, including our 
selves, let us “bind the sacrifice a 
cords, even unto the horns of the altar, 

that is, let us not take it back again. 


Finally, this psalm ends in 

ing, as our prayers should (Phil. 4:6, 

7). ce 
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Please pray for the staff of The § 
day School Times in all depa 
mailing, subscription, business, 

tion, advertising, and editorial « 
ments; for the writers of lesson a 
and other contributors; and for GO 
blessing upon the contents of the p 
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